
 

 

 

 

Tri Series Tour ï Masterton/Taupo/Wanganui 25 - 31 st  January  

 
 

 
 

The Tri Series Tour is a unique event for the Youth and Age Programme, and we wanted a trophy that would symbolise all 
of what this tour and our programme are about.  The eyes in the main fac e are the eyes and face of Trevor Nicholls who is 
constantly watching his Youth and Age Group swimmers progress, while mentoring them on their journey. The overall 

sense of presence and strength is evident in the main face. This is indicative of the ñManaò and respect that Trevor has 
within swimming in New Zealand. The Style or shape of the carving is from the Horowhenua -Manawatu -Palmerston North 
region. This is significant in that this is the area where the birth of the concept of the Tri Series began with  Trevor.  The 
name of the trophy is Ta Tama meaning ñYoung Generationò. There are 2 surface patterns, Una-unahi ï meaning fish scale 
and Puhuro ï meaning shaded area. The three faces represent the palisade post with Tamaki Makaurau -Manaw atu -Ngati 
Raukawa . The palisade post or the poutokomanawa is a representation of the challenge. Every Marae has its own palisade 
post where the challenging off other tribes. Tamaki Makaurau goes from up above Auckland down to Taranaki and towards 
Manawatu. Manawatu covers th is ar ea down to Wellington. Ngati Rau kawa goes right down to the bottom of South Island. 
The three faces also represent the three teams with the victorious one on top.  The trophy is made out of a slab of kauri 
very kindly donated by the Kauri Museum. It i s 4,000 years old and has been out of the ground, drying, for 30 years. The 
board that the carving is placed on is rimu.  

 
Thank you to both the Kauri Museum and the Carver of this trophy -  Henare Hughes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Red Indians/Concords/Smurfs and Mana gement  
 

 
 
After much anticipation the Tri Series Tour hit the road at the end of January  with 59 swimmers and 21 staff in tow, and 
what a week it was!  We gathered  at the IPC in Palmerston North for lunch and team selections, then our two 50 seater 
buses went en - route to the big smoke that is Masterton!  Everyone was hungry for some competition rivalry and yet still 
united as one team on all levels.  Swimming Wairarapa laid it on for us right from the start, with a relaxed and buzzy 
atmosphere, beginning t he tour on a high note.  Team photos were taken at St Matthewôs College where the group stayed, 

and we had the opportunity to also hold a Drug education seminar there for the swimmers, while all coaches in the 
Wairarapa region were invited to lunch and par ticipate in a coaching seminar.  After two days there, we headed for Taupo; 
however Trevor had a surprise for us along the way, which was to be the Grand Battle in Waipukarau.  He had worked 
behind the scenes with the local community to set up a battle in the river under the railway bridge between all 3 teams.  
We were given supplies to construct a raft, and make a flag to go on the raft (with team name, SNZ logo and a slogan), dye 
eggs in team colours, and make ammunition in the form of flour bombs in team  colours (some creative members added 
their own natural ingredients...).  Each team had to have one person on the raft at all times, and the winning team has all 
team members at the finish line NO MATTER WHAT STATE!  Was a great sight for those watching, o ut came the wild animal 
within and carnage ensued with bombs flying everywhere and bodies pushed to the max to earn the prest igious winning 
title.  Otago  Coach Leanne Thompson was battered from all sides, taking a mighty stinky flour bomb to the face for t he 
team, and the courageous Smurfs became the winning team!!   

 

 
Everyone was buzzing after that and the local paper had seen nothing like it before.....ending with an amazing lunch 
including a hogget on the spit put on for us by the local swimming club a nd community.  Onto Taupo and we arrived at the 

Silver Fern Lodge, then straight onto training at AC Baths where the second leg of the tour got underway.  Swimming BOP 
came to the party with us and put on a fine meet, with fantastic facilities.  We had our  meals at the Taupo Golf Club next to 
the pool and was the highlight of the day, seeing what Daryl our amazing chef was going to bring out for us next (the 
roasted rolled chicken was big fav)! After two great days of swimming and activities in Taupo, we go t back on the bus for 
our next trip to Wanganui.  However there was another surprise in the waiting....we had been given a free bungy jump 
voucher for the leading coach after Meet 4, which just happened to be local coach Peter McCallum!  So unbeknown to hi m 
and all management our buses pulled over at Taupo bungy and the announcement was made ï all eyes were on Peteôs face 
as the penny dropped aghhhhhhhhhh!  But being the sport that he is, he took it in his stride and took the plunge in front of 
us all ï we insisted he was dunked up to his waist (all the better for the DVD later...).  So with everyone on a high after 
that, Taupo Bungy had another bonus waiting and said they would give us a vertical bungy jump for two more people 
together.  Trevor decided that  it was only fair that some females got in on the action; therefore Coaches Anna Kitching 

(Masterton) and Leanne Thompson (Waves) were next left hanging by a bungy.  They were a tad more vocal.........but 
again everyone really enjoyed seeing staff out of t heir comfort zone and doing something extreme for the benefit of the 
group!  We were very proud of all 3 of them, and they got given a great DVD and photo album memento of the occasion.  
 



 

 

 

 

      Pete  taking  the  plunge!!!!           
 

Back on the buses and of f to Wanganui we went, staying at Wanganui Girls College.  We had to eat and run to keep up with 
our schedule as we headed to the Splash centre for our first training session.  The swimmers enjoyed the swim after being 
on the bus for a while on a hot day, and kept the pace up.  The tension was starting to build as the last two meets were 
getting closer and closer, team meeting s became more serious and coache sô coffees were more frequent. 
 

 
 
After each meet we awarded the top male/female swimmer of each te am with a Jay Jays voucher, certificate and swimming 
slate ï so this created more competition amongst them.  By the time we got to the last meet, i t was anyoneôs game ï the 
point s gap was getting closer and in the end came down to the relays and 2 points!  The final relays were so exciting to 
watch, but in the end the Red Indians were the strongest combination and took out the Tri Series Tour trophy.  

The call of the Red Indians ï yes they won!!!  
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